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    SALT LAKE CITY -- The downtown community has many mixed reviews about how the newly developed City Creek Center will economical impact the surrounding businesses.

Built on private property owned by the Jesus Christ of Ladder Day Saints Church (LDS), they will have nothing to do with the operations of restaurants, including liquor laws, nor limitations of restaurant hours. Therefore, a restaurant could e open on Sundays and sell liquor the same day, depending on the owner’s decision of store hours.

The restaurants in City Creek ma be taking business away from other surrounding restaurants, however these restaurants would fail without liquor sales. The ability to sell liquor will also benefit tourism.

The LDS church will not be allowing retail stores to be open on Sundays. Hurting the two largest tenants of the new development tremendously in sales, having Nordstrom and Macy’s closed on Sundays will raise Sunday sales for the Gateway Mall. 

One local business owner at a rare bookstore said, “We’ve been here before,” referring to the ZCMI and Crossroads malls, “City Creek will be a destination. But their clients won’t venture out of that zone. Beyond 100 South, I don’t think it will make a difference.”

But Ted Wilson, former Salt Lake City mayor from 1976-1985, immediately after the opening of the ZCMI and Crossroads mall, said it, “rejuvenated downtown for quite a period of time.” City Creek, too, “will be stimulative,” he said.

While many other local shops have decided to either move to Trolley Square where the foot traffic has increased or to close because the Gateway Mall had already contributed to a decline in their sales, I can’t see the surrounding retail stores in danger by the City Cree Center.

With all the new housing and available parking, more people will benefit by the convenience of the variety of shops and unique restaurants that are new to those who are used to chain corporations or were maybe turned away by not having any other reason to come downtown until now.

